
189.040   Front lights -- Flashing lights.

(1) Every motor vehicle other than a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle shall be
equipped with at least two (2) head lamps with at least one (1) on each side of the
front of the motor vehicle, which head lamps shall comply with the requirements and
limitations set forth in this section.

(2) Every motorcycle, moped and every motor-driven cycle shall be equipped with at
least one (1) and not more than two (2) head lamps which shall comply with the
requirements and limitations of this section.

(3) Except as hereinafter provided, the head lamps or the auxiliary driving lamps or the
auxiliary passing lamp or combinations thereof on motor vehicles other than a
motorcycle or motor-driven cycle shall be so arranged that the driver may control
the selection between distribution of light projected to different elevations, subject to
the following requirements and limitations:
(a) There shall be an uppermost distribution of light, or composite beam, so aimed

and of such intensity as to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least
three hundred fifty (350) feet ahead for all conditions of loading;

(b) There shall be a lowermost distribution of light, or composite beam, so aimed
and of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least
one hundred (100) feet ahead; and on a straight level road under any condition
of loading none of the high-intensity portion of the beam shall be directed to
strike the eyes of an approaching driver;

(c) Every new motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle,
registered in this state after January 1, 1956, which has multiple-beam road-
lighting equipment shall be equipped with a beam indicator, which shall be
lighted whenever the uppermost distribution of light from the head lamps is in
use, and shall not otherwise be lighted. Said indicator shall be so designed and
located that when lighted it will be readily visible without glare to the driver of
the vehicle so equipped.

(4) Whenever a motor vehicle is being operated on a roadway or shoulder adjacent
thereto during the times specified in KRS 189.030, the driver shall use a distribution
of light, or composite beam, directed high enough and of sufficient intensity to reveal
persons and vehicles at a safe distance in advance of the vehicle, subject to the
requirements and limitations hereinafter set forth.

(5) Whenever a driver of a vehicle approaches an oncoming vehicle within five hundred
(500) feet, such driver shall use a distribution of light, or composite beam, so aimed
that the glaring rays are not projected into the eyes of the oncoming driver. The
lowermost distribution of light, or composite beam, specified in paragraph (b) of
subsection (3) of this section shall be deemed to avoid glare at all times, regardless
of road contour and loading.

(6) Whenever the driver of a vehicle follows another vehicle within two hundred (200)
feet to the rear, except when engaged in the act of overtaking and passing, such
driver shall use a distribution of light permissible under subsection (5) of KRS
189.340, subsection (1) of KRS 189.370, KRS 189.375, and subsection (3) of KRS



189.560 other than the uppermost distribution of light specified in paragraph (a) of
subsection (3) of this section.

(7) Headlights arranged to provide a single distribution of light not supplemented by
auxiliary driving lights shall be permitted on motor vehicles manufactured and sold
prior to May 30, 1939, in lieu of multiple-beam road-lighting equipment, if the single
distribution of light complies with the following requirements and limitations:
(a) The headlights shall be so aimed that when the vehicle is not loaded none of

the high intensity portion of the light shall, at a distance of twenty-five (25)
feet ahead, project higher than a level of five (5) inches below the level of the
center of the light from which it comes, and in no case higher than forty-two
(42) inches above the level on which the vehicle stands, at a distance of
seventy-five (75) feet ahead;

(b) The intensity shall be sufficient to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of
at least two hundred (200) feet;

(c) Whenever the operator of a motor vehicle approaches an oncoming vehicle
within five hundred (500) feet, he shall use a distribution of light or composite
beam so aimed that the glaring rays are not projected into the eyes of the
oncoming driver. In no case shall the high intensity portion which is projected
to the left of the prolongation of the extreme left side of the vehicle be aimed
higher than the center of the lamp from which it comes at a distance of twenty-
five (25) feet ahead, and in no case higher than a level of forty-two (42) inches
above the level upon which the vehicle stands at a distance of seventy-five (75)
feet ahead.

(8) Flashing lights are prohibited on all motor vehicles except as a means for indicating a
right or left turn or for the purpose of warning the operators of other vehicles of the
presence of a vehicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual care in
approaching, overtaking or passing.

(9) Except as provided in any regulations adopted pursuant to KRS 189.287, bicycles
need have only one (1) light in front which will reveal clearly substantial objects at
least fifty (50) feet ahead.

Effective: June 17, 1978

History: Amended 1978 Ky. Acts ch. 349, sec. 7, effective June 17, 1978. -- Amended
1974 Ky. Acts ch. 101, sec. 2. -- Amended 1970 Ky. Acts ch. 93, sec. 8. --
Amended 1966 Ky. Acts ch. 18, sec. 3; ch. 50, sec. 2; ch. 73, sec. 1; and ch. 227,
sec. 1. -- Amended 1964 Ky. Acts ch. 65, sec. 1. -- Amended 1960 Ky. Acts ch. 54,
sec. 1. -- Amended 1954 Ky. Acts ch. 248, sec. 1. -- Amended 1950 Ky. Acts
ch. 52, sec. 1. -- Recodified 1942 Ky. Acts ch. 208, sec. 1, effective October 1, 1942,
from Ky. Stat. sec. 2739g-24.



189.043   Flashing white or amber lights to warn of traffic hazard permitted.

Notwithstanding any other provisions against the use of flashing lights, any vehicle may be
equipped with lamps which may be used for the purpose of warning the operators of other
vehicles of the presence of a vehicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual care
in approaching, overtaking or passing and when so equipped may display such warning in
addition to any other warning signals required by law. The lamps used to display such
warning to the front shall be mounted at the same level and as widely spaced laterally as
practicable, and shall display simultaneously flashing white or amber lights, or any shade of
color between white and amber. The lamps used to display such warning to the rear shall
be mounted at the same level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, and shall show
simultaneously flashing amber or red lights, or any shade of color between amber and red.
These warning lights shall be visible from a distance of not less than fifteen hundred
(1,500) feet under normal atmospheric conditions at night.

History: Created 1966 Ky. Acts ch. 50, sec. 1.



189.045   Flashing lights prohibited near highway.

No person shall install or maintain a red, yellow, green or similarly colored flashing light
within one hundred (100) feet of the right-of-way of a state maintained highway for any
purposes other than safety, highway construction, or emergency purposes.

History: Created 1960 Ky. Acts ch. 148, sec. 5(1).



189.060   Lights on vehicles in tow and projections.

(1) Each vehicle towed by a towline shall display the lights required on vehicles of the
class to which it belongs.

(2) Each vehicle being hauled by another and connected to it in a manner that will keep
them uniformly spaced shall carry at least one (1) light on the left side in such a
manner as to show a green light to the front and a red light to the rear visible at least
five hundred (500) feet away.

(3) When any part of a load projects more than five (5) feet beyond a vehicle a red flag
by day and a red light during the period provided in KRS 189.030 must be placed
upon the extremity of the projection.

Effective: October 1, 1942

History: Recodified 1942 Ky. Acts ch. 208, sec. 1, effective October 1, 1942, from Ky.
Stat. secs. 2739g-29 to 2739g-31.



189.910   Definitions for KRS 189.920 to 189.950.

(1) As used in KRS 189.920 to 189.950, "emergency vehicle" means any vehicle used
for emergency purposes by a fire department; any vehicle used for emergency
purposes by the State Police, a public police department, Department of Corrections,
or sheriff's office; any vehicle used for emergency purposes by a rescue squad; any
publicly owned vehicle used for emergency purposes by an emergency management
agency; any vehicle used to respond to emergencies or to transport a patient with a
critical medical condition if the vehicle is operated by a Cabinet for Health Services-
licensed ambulance provider or medical first-response provider; any vehicle
commandeered by a police officer; or any motor vehicle used by a paid or volunteer
fireman or paid or volunteer ambulance personnel or a paid or volunteer local
emergency management director while responding to an emergency or to a location
where an emergency vehicle is on emergency call.

(2) As used in KRS 189.920 to 189.950, "public safety vehicle" means public utility
repair vehicle; wreckers; state, county, or municipal service vehicles and equipment;
highway equipment which performs work that requires stopping and standing or
moving at slow speeds within the traveled portions of highways; and vehicles which
are escorting wide-load or slow-moving trailers or trucks.

Effective: July 15, 1998

History: Amended 1998 Ky. Acts ch. 226, sec. 106, effective July 15, 1998; and
ch. 426, sec. 124, effective July 15, 1998. -- Amended 1996 Ky. Acts ch. 233,
sec. 9, effective July 15, 1996. -- Amended 1992 Ky. Acts ch. 211, sec. 16, effective
July 14, 1992. -- Amended 1986 Ky. Acts ch. 220, sec. 1, effective July 15, 1986;
and ch. 419, sec. 1, effective July 15, 1986. -- Created 1970 Ky. Acts ch. 93, sec. 1.

Legislative Research Commission Note (7/15/98).  This section was amended by 1998
Ky. Acts chs. 226 and 426 which do not appear to be in conflict and have been
codified together.



189.920   Flashing lights.

(1) All fire department, rescue squad, or publicly owned emergency management agency
emergency vehicles and all ambulances shall be equipped with one (1) or more
flashing, rotating, or oscillating red lights, visible under normal atmospheric
conditions from a distance of five hundred (500) feet to the front of the vehicle, and
a siren, whistle, or bell, capable of emitting a sound audible under normal conditions
from a distance of not less than five hundred (500) feet. This equipment shall be in
addition to any other equipment required by the motor vehicle laws.

(2) All state, county, or municipal police vehicles and all sheriffs' vehicles used as
emergency vehicles shall be equipped with one (1) or more flashing, rotating, or
oscillating blue lights, visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance
of five hundred (500) feet to the front of the vehicle, and a siren, whistle, or bell,
capable of emitting a sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not
less than five hundred (500) feet. This equipment shall be in addition to any other
equipment required by the motor vehicle laws.

(3) By ordinance, the governing body of any city or county may direct that the police or
sheriffs' vehicles in that jurisdiction be equipped with a combination of red and blue
flashing, rotating, or oscillating lights.

(4) All public safety vehicles shall be equipped with one (1) or more flashing, rotating,
or oscillating yellow lights, visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a
distance of five hundred (500) feet to the front of the vehicle. Yellow flashing,
rotating, or oscillating lights may also be used by vehicles operated by mail carriers
while on duty, funeral escort vehicles, and church buses.

(5) All Department of Corrections vehicles used as emergency vehicles shall be
equipped with one (1) or more flashing, rotating, or oscillating blue lights, visible
under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of five hundred (500) feet to
the front of the vehicle. The Department of Corrections vehicles shall not be
equipped with or use a siren, whistle, or bell. The equipment prescribed by this
subsection shall be in addition to any other equipment required by motor vehicle
laws.

(6) Red flashing lights may be used by school buses.
(7) No emergency vehicle, public safety vehicle, or any other vehicle covered by KRS

189.910 to 189.950 shall use any light of any other color than those specified by
KRS 189.910 to 189.950. Sirens, whistles, and bells may not be used by vehicles
other than those specified by KRS 189.910 to 189.950, except that any vehicle may
be equipped with a theft alarm signal device which is so arranged that it cannot be
used by the driver as an ordinary warning signal.

(8) Vehicles used as command posts at incidents may be equipped with and use when on
scene, a green rotating, oscillating, or flashing light. This light shall be in addition to
the lights and sirens required in this section.

Effective: July 15, 1998

History: Amended 1998 Ky. Acts ch. 226, sec. 107, effective July 15, 1998. --
Amended 1992 Ky. Acts ch. 211, sec. 17, effective July 14, 1992. -- Amended 1986



Ky. Acts ch. 419, sec. 2, effective July 15, 1986. -- Amended 1984 Ky. Acts ch. 55,
sec. 1, effective July 13, 1984. -- Created 1970 Ky. Acts ch. 93, sec. 2.



189.930   Right-of-way to emergency vehicles -- Blocking or following emergency
vehicles -- Driving over unprotected hoses of fire department.

(1) Upon the approach of an emergency vehicle equipped with, and operating, one (1)
or more flashing, rotating, or oscillating red or blue lights, visible under normal
conditions from a distance of five hundred (500) feet to the front of such vehicle; or
the driver is given audible signal by siren, exhaust whistle, or bell, the driver of every
other vehicle shall yield the right-of-way, immediately drive to a position parallel to,
and as close as possible to, the edge or curb of the highway clear of any intersection,
and stop and remain in such position until the emergency vehicle has passed, except
when otherwise directed by a police officer or firefighter.

(2) Upon the approach of any emergency vehicle, operated in conformity with the
provisions of subsection (1) of this section, the operator of every vehicle shall
immediately stop clear of any intersection and shall keep such position until the
emergency vehicle has passed, unless directed otherwise by a police officer or
firefighter.

(3) No operator of any vehicle, unless he is on official business, shall follow any
emergency vehicle being operated in conformity with the provisions of subsection
(1) of this section closer than five hundred (500) feet, nor shall he drive into, or park
the vehicle into, or park the vehicle within, the block where the vehicle has stopped
in answer to an emergency call or alarm unless he is directed otherwise by a police
officer or firefighter.

(4) No vehicle, train, or other equipment shall be driven over any unprotected hose of a
fire department when the hose is laid down on any street, private driveway, or track
for use at any fire or fire alarm unless the fire department official in command
consents that the hose be driven over.

(5) Upon approaching a stationary emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle, when the
emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle is giving a signal by displaying alternately
flashing yellow, red, red and white, red and blue, or blue lights, a person who drives
an approaching vehicle shall, while proceeding with due caution:
(a) Yield the right-of-way by moving to a lane not adjacent to that of the

authorized emergency vehicle, if:
1. The person is driving on a highway having at least four (4) lanes with not

fewer than two (2) lanes proceeding in the same direction as the
approaching vehicle; and

2. If it is possible to make the lane change with due regard to safety and
traffic conditions; or

(b) Reduce the speed of the vehicle, maintaining a safe speed to road conditions, if
changing lanes would be impossible or unsafe.

(6) This section does not operate to relieve the person who drives an emergency vehicle
from the duty to operate the vehicle with due regard for the safety of all persons
using the highway.

Effective: June 24, 2003



History: Amended 2003 Ky. Acts ch. 63, sec. 1, effective June 24, 2003. -- Amended
2000 Ky. Acts ch. 215, sec. 1, effective July 14, 2000. -- Amended 1980 Ky. Acts
ch. 371, sec. 2, effective July 15, 1980. -- Created 1970 Ky. Acts ch. 93, sec. 3.



189.940   Exemptions from traffic regulations.

(1) The speed limitations set forth in the Kentucky Revised Statutes do not apply to
emergency vehicles:
(a) When responding to emergency calls; or
(b) To police vehicles when in pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the

law; or
(c) To ambulances when transporting a patient to medical care facilities; and
(d) The driver thereof is giving the warning required by subsection (5)(a) and (b)

of this section.
No portion of this subsection shall be construed to relieve the driver of the duty to
operate the vehicle with due regard for the safety of all persons using the street or
highway.

(2) The driver of an emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call, or of a
police vehicle in pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law, or of an
ambulance transporting a patient to a medical care facility and giving the warning
required by subsection (5) of this section, upon approaching any red light or stop
signal or any stop sign shall slow down as necessary for safety to traffic, but may
proceed past such red or stop light or stop sign with due regard for the safety of
persons using the street or highway.

(3) The driver of an emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call, or of a
police vehicle in pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law, or of an
ambulance transporting a patient to a medical care facility and giving warning
required by subsection (5) of this section, may drive on the left side of any highway
or in the opposite direction of a one-way street provided the normal lanes of traffic
are blocked and he does so with due regard for the safety of all persons using the
street or highway.

(4) The driver of an emergency or public safety vehicle may stop or park his vehicle
upon any street or highway without regard to the provisions of KRS 189.390 and
189.450, provided that, during the time the vehicle is parked at the scene of an
emergency, at least one (1) warning light is in operation at all times.

(5) The driver of an emergency vehicle desiring the use of any option granted by
subsections (1) through (3) of this section shall give warning in the following
manner:
(a) By illuminating the vehicle's warning lights continuously during the period of

the emergency; and
(b) By continuous sounding of the vehicle's siren, bell, or exhaust whistle; unless
(c) The vehicle is an ambulance and the driver is of the opinion that sounding of

the siren, bell, or exhaust whistle would be detrimental to the victim's
health.  In the event the driver of an ambulance elects not to use the siren, bell,
or exhaust whistle he shall not proceed past red lights or drive in the opposite
direction on a one-way street or in oncoming lanes of traffic unless no other
vehicles are within five hundred (500) feet of the front of the ambulance.  The



driver shall not extinguish the warning lights during the period of the
emergency.

(6) No driver or operator of any emergency or public safety or other vehicle shall use
the warning lights or siren, bell, or exhaust whistle of his vehicle for any purposes or
under any circumstances other than those permitted by KRS 189.910 to 189.950.

(7) KRS 189.910 to 189.950 does not relieve the driver of any emergency or public
safety vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons and
property upon the highway.

Effective: July 15, 1980

History: Amended 1980 Ky. Acts ch. 371, sec. 1, effective July 15, 1980. -- Amended
1974 Ky. Acts ch. 308, sec. 36. -- Created 1970 Ky. Acts ch. 93, sec. 4.



189.950   Prohibitions -- Exceptions.

(1) No motor vehicle, except those designated under KRS 189.910 to 189.950 as
emergency vehicles, shall be equipped with, nor shall any person use upon a vehicle,
any siren, whistle, or bell. Any vehicle may be equipped with a theft alarm signal
device which shall be so arranged that it cannot be used as an ordinary warning
signal.

(2) No motor vehicle, except those designated under KRS 189.910 to 189.950 as
emergency vehicles, shall be equipped with, nor shall any person use upon a vehicle
any red or blue flashing, revolving, or oscillating light or place a red light on the
front thereof. This subsection shall not apply to the use of red flashing lights on
school buses or to stop lights or turn signals at the rear of any motor vehicle.

(3) No motor vehicle, except those designated under KRS 189.910 to 189.950 as public
safety vehicles, shall be equipped with, nor shall any person use upon any vehicle any
yellow flashing, revolving, or oscillating light. This subsection shall not apply to the
use of yellow lights for turn signals; or to emergency flasher lights for use when
warning the operators of other vehicles of the presence of a vehicular traffic
requiring the exercise of unusual care in approaching, overtaking, or passing; or to
vehicles operated by mail carriers while on duty; funeral escort vehicles and church
buses.

(4) Any person who is a regular or voluntary member of any fire department furnishing
fire protection for a political subdivision of the state or any person who is a regular
or voluntary member of a rescue squad may equip his vehicle with red flashing,
rotating, or oscillating lights and a siren, bell, or exhaust whistle if he has first been
given permission, in writing, to do so by the chief of the fire department or rescue
squad. He may use such lights and equipment only while proceeding to the scene of
a fire or other emergency or to a location where another emergency vehicle is on
emergency call in the performance of his official duties as a member of a fire
department or rescue squad.

(5) Any constable may, upon approval of the fiscal court in the county of jurisdiction,
equip vehicles used by said officer as emergency vehicles with one (1) or more
flashing, rotating or oscillating blue lights, visible under normal atmospheric
condition from a distance of five hundred (500) feet to the front of such vehicle, and
a siren, whistle or bell, capable of emitting a sound audible under normal conditions
from a distance of not less than five hundred (500) feet. This equipment shall be in
addition to any other equipment required by the motor vehicle laws. Any constable
authorized by the fiscal court to utilize blue lights and a siren pursuant to this section
shall maintain at least the insurance described by KRS 304.39-110.

(6) Any person who is a paid or voluntary member of any ambulance service furnishing
emergency medical services for a political subdivision of the state may equip his
vehicle with red flashing, rotating, or oscillating lights and a siren, bell, or exhaust
whistle if he has first been given permission, in writing, to do so by the chief or
director of the ambulance service. He may use such lights and equipment only while
proceeding to the scene of an emergency, a medical facility, or to a location where



another emergency vehicle is on emergency call in the performance of his official
duties as a member of the ambulance service.

Effective: July 15, 1986

History: Amended 1986 Ky. Acts ch. 220, sec. 2, effective July 15, 1986; and ch. 437,
sec. 2, effective July 15, 1986. -- Amended 1984 Ky. Acts ch. 19, sec. 1, effective
July 13, 1984. -- Created 1970 Ky. Acts ch. 93, sec. 5.

Legislative Research Commission Note.  This section was amended by two 1986 Acts
which do not appear to be in conflict and have been compiled together.



189.960   Right-of-way to public safety vehicle or to pedestrian engaged in work on
highway.

(1) The operator of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to any public safety vehicle or
pedestrian actually engaged in work upon a highway or within any highway
construction or maintenance area indicated by official traffic control devices.

(2) The operator of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to any public safety vehicle
obviously and actually engaged in work upon a highway whenever such vehicle
displays flashing lights meeting the requirements of KRS 189.920(3).

Effective: June 17, 1978

History: Created 1978 Ky. Acts ch. 46, sec. 10, effective June 17, 1978.



189.990   Penalties.

(1) Any person who violates any of the provisions of KRS 189.020 to 189.040,
subsections (1), (2), and (5) of KRS 189.050, KRS 189.060 to 189.080, subsections
(1) to (3) of KRS 189.090, KRS 189.100, 189.110, 189.130 to 189.160, subsections
(2) to (4) of KRS 189.190, KRS 189.200, 189.285, 189.290, 189.300 to 189.360,
KRS 189.380, KRS 189.400 to 189.430, KRS 189.450 to 189.458, KRS 189.4595
to 189.480, subsection (1) of KRS 189.520, KRS 189.540, KRS 189.570 to
189.630, except subsection (1) of KRS 189.580, KRS 189.345, subsection (4) of
KRS 189.456, and 189.960 shall be fined not less than twenty dollars ($20) nor
more than one hundred dollars ($100) for each offense. Any person who violates
subsection (1) of KRS 189.580 shall be fined not less than twenty dollars ($20) nor
more than two thousand dollars ($2,000) or imprisoned in the county jail for not
more than one (1) year, or both. Any person who violates paragraph (c) of
subsection (5) of KRS 189.390 shall be fined not less than eleven dollars ($11) nor
more than thirty dollars ($30). Neither court costs nor fees shall be taxed against any
person violating paragraph (c) of subsection (5) of KRS 189.390.

(2) (a) Any person who violates the weight provisions of KRS 189.212, 189.221,
189.222, 189.226, 189.230, or 189.270 shall be fined two cents ($0.02) per
pound for each pound of excess load when the excess is five thousand (5,000)
pounds or less. When the excess exceeds five thousand (5,000) pounds the fine
shall be two cents ($0.02) per pound for each pound of excess load, but the
fine levied shall not be less than one hundred dollars ($100) and shall not be
more than five hundred dollars ($500).

(b) Any person who violates the provisions of KRS 189.271 and is operating on a
route designated on the permit shall be fined one hundred dollars ($100);
otherwise, the penalties in paragraph (a) of this subsection shall apply.

(c) Any person who violates any provision of subsections (3) and (4) of KRS
189.050, subsection (4) of KRS 189.090, KRS 189.221 to 189.230, 189.270,
189.280, 189.490, or the dimension provisions of KRS 189.212, for which
another penalty is not specifically provided shall be fined not less than ten
dollars ($10) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500).

(d) Nothing in this subsection or in KRS 189.221 to 189.228 shall be deemed to
prejudice or affect the authority of the Department of Vehicle Regulation to
suspend or revoke certificates of common carriers, permits of contract carriers,
or drivers' or chauffeurs' licenses, for any violation of KRS 189.221 to 189.228
or any other act applicable to motor vehicles, as provided by law.

(3) (a) Any person who violates subsection (1) of KRS 189.190 shall be fined not
more than fifteen dollars ($15).

(b) Any person who violates subsection (5) of KRS 189.190 shall be fined not less
than thirty-five dollars ($35) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200).

(4) (a) Any person who violates subsection (1) of KRS 189.210 shall be fined not less
than twenty-five dollars ($25) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100).



(b) Any peace officer who fails, when properly informed, to enforce KRS 189.210
shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars ($25) nor more than one
hundred dollars ($100).

(c) All fines collected under this subsection, after payment of commissions to
officers entitled thereto, shall go to the county road fund if the offense is
committed in the county, or to the city street fund if committed in the city.

(5) Any person who violates KRS 189.370 shall for the first offense be fined not less
than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200) or
imprisoned not less than thirty (30) days nor more than sixty (60) days, or both. For
each subsequent offense occurring within three (3) years, the person shall be fined
not less than three hundred dollars ($300) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500)
or imprisoned not less than sixty (60) days nor more than six (6) months, or both.
The minimum fine for this violation shall not be subject to suspension. A minimum of
six (6) points shall be assessed against the driving record of any person convicted.

(6) Any person who violates KRS 189.500 shall be fined not more than fifteen dollars
($15) in excess of the cost of the repair of the road.

(7) Any person who violates KRS 189.510 or KRS 189.515 shall be fined not less than
twenty dollars ($20) nor more than fifty dollars ($50).

(8) Any peace officer who violates subsection (2) of KRS 189.520 shall be fined not less
than thirty-five dollars ($35) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100).

(9) (a) Any person who violates KRS 189.530(1) shall be fined not less than thirty-
five dollars ($35) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100), or imprisoned not
less than thirty (30) days nor more than twelve (12) months, or both.

(b) Any person who violates KRS 189.530(2) shall be fined not less than thirty-
five dollars ($35) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100).

(10) Any person who violates any of the provisions of KRS 189.550 shall be guilty of a
Class B misdemeanor.

(11) Any person who violates subsection (2) of KRS 189.560 shall be fined not less than
thirty dollars ($30) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100) for each offense.

(12) The fines imposed by paragraph (a) of subsection (3) and subsections (6) and (7) of
this section shall, in the case of a public highway, be paid into the county road fund,
and, in the case of a privately owned road or bridge, be paid to the owner. These
fines shall not bar an action for damages for breach of contract.

(13) Any person who violates any of the provisions of KRS 189.120 shall be fined not
less than twenty dollars ($20) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100) for each
offense.

(14) Any person who violates any provision of KRS 189.575 shall be fined not less than
twenty dollars ($20) nor more than twenty-five dollars ($25).

(15) Any person who violates subsection (2) of KRS 189.231 shall be fined not less than
twenty dollars ($20) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100) for each offense.

(16) Any person who violates restrictions or regulations established by the secretary of
transportation pursuant to subsection (3) of KRS 189.231 shall, upon first offense,



be fined one hundred dollars ($100) and, upon subsequent convictions, be fined not
less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500) or
imprisoned for thirty (30) days, or both.

(17) (a) Any person who violates any of the provisions of KRS 189.565 shall be guilty
of a Class B misdemeanor.

(b) In addition to the penalties prescribed in paragraph (a) of this subsection, in
case of violation by any person in whose name the vehicle used in the
transportation of inflammable liquids or explosives is licensed, the person shall
be fined not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than five hundred
dollars ($500). Each violation shall constitute a separate offense.

(18) Any person who abandons a vehicle upon the right-of-way of a state highway for
three (3) consecutive days shall be fined not less than thirty-five dollars ($35) nor
more than one hundred dollars ($100), or imprisoned for not less than ten (10) days
nor more than thirty (30) days.

(19) Every person violating KRS 189.393 shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor,
unless the offense is being committed by a defendant fleeing the commission of a
felony offense which the defendant was also charged with violating and was
subsequently convicted of that felony, in which case it is a Class A misdemeanor.

(20) Any law enforcement agency which fails or refuses to forward the reports required
by KRS 189.635 shall be subject to the penalties prescribed in KRS 17.157.

(21) A person who elects to operate a bicycle in accordance with any regulations adopted
pursuant to KRS 189.287 and who willfully violates a provision of a regulation shall
be fined not less than ten dollars ($10) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100). A
person who operates a bicycle without complying with any regulations adopted
pursuant to KRS 189.287 or vehicle safety statutes shall be prosecuted for violation
of the latter.

(22) Any person who violates KRS 189.860 shall be fined not more than five hundred
dollars ($500) or imprisoned for not more than six (6) months, or both.

(23) Any person who violates KRS 189.754 shall be fined not less than twenty-five
dollars ($25) nor more than three hundred dollars ($300).

(24) Any person who violates the provisions of KRS 189.125(3) shall be fined fifty
dollars ($50).

(25) Any person who violates the provisions of KRS 189.125(6) shall be fined an amount
not to exceed twenty-five dollars ($25).

(26) Fines levied pursuant to this chapter shall be assessed in the manner required by KRS
534.020, in amounts consistent with this chapter. Nonpayment of fines shall be
governed by KRS 534.060.

(27) A licensed driver under the age of eighteen (18) charged with a moving violation
pursuant to this chapter as the driver of a motor vehicle may be referred, prior to
trial, by the court to a diversionary program. The diversionary program under this
subsection shall consist of one (1) or both of the following:



(a) Execution of a diversion agreement which prohibits the driver from operating a
vehicle for a period not to exceed forty-five (45) days and which allows the
court to retain the driver's operator's license during this period; and

(b) Attendance at a driver improvement clinic established pursuant to KRS
186.574. If the person completes the terms of this diversionary program
satisfactorily the violation shall be dismissed.

(28) A person who violates the provisions of subsection (2) or (3) of KRS 189.459 shall
be fined two hundred fifty dollars ($250). The fines and costs for a violation of
subsection (2) or (3) of KRS 189.459 shall be collected and disposed of in
accordance with KRS 24A.180. Once deposited into the State Treasury, ninety
percent (90%) of the fine collected under this subsection shall immediately be
forwarded to the personal care assistance program under KRS 205.900 to 205.920.
Ten percent (10%) of the fine collected under this subsection shall annually be
returned to the county where the violation occurred and distributed equally to all law
enforcement agencies within the county.

Effective: July 13, 2004

History: Amended 2004 Ky. Acts ch. 131, sec. 3, effective July 13, 2004. -- Amended
2002 Ky. Acts ch. 183, sec. 18, effective August 1, 2002. -- Amended 2000 Ky.
Acts ch. 319, sec. 3, effective July 14, 2000; ch. 449, sec. 1, effective April 21,
2000; ch. 467, sec. 25, effective October 1, 2000; ch. 481, sec. 2, effective July 14,
2000; and ch. 512, sec. 6, effective July 14, 2000. -- Amended 1998 Ky. Acts
ch. 21, sec. 3, effective July 15, 1998; ch. 124, sec. 6, effective July 15, 1998;
ch. 179, sec. 4, effective July 15, 1998; ch. 484, sec. 4, effective July 15, 1998; and
ch. 606, sec. 69, effective July 15, 1998. -- Amended 1994 Ky. Acts ch. 39, sec. 2,
effective July 15, 1994. – Amended 1992 Ky. Acts ch. 143, sec. 4, effective July 14,
1992; and ch. 229, sec. 4, effective July 14, 1992. -- Amended 1990 Ky. Acts
ch. 400, sec. 3, effective July 13, 1990. -- Amended 1988 Ky. Acts ch. 72, sec. 1,
effective July 15, 1988; ch. 232, sec. 2, effective July 15, 1988; ch. 262, sec. 6,
effective July 15, 1988; ch. 293, sec. 1, effective July 15, 1988; and ch. 347, sec. 2,
effective April 10, 1988. -- Amended 1984 Ky. Acts ch. 165, sec. 20(1) to (24),
effective July 13, 1984, -- Amended 1980 Ky. Acts ch. 49, sec. 5, effective July 15,
1980; and ch. 305, sec. 2, effective July 15, 1980. -- Amended 1979 (1st Extra.
Sess.) Ky. Acts ch. 7, sec. 5, effective July 1, 1979. -- Amended 1978 Ky. Acts
ch. 46, sec. 11, effective June 17, 1978; ch. 101, sec. 4, effective June 17, 1978; and
ch. 384, sec. 54, effective June 17, 1978. -- Amended 1976 (1st Extra. Sess.) Ky.
Acts ch. 36, sec. 2, effective January 2, 1978. -- Amended 1974 Ky. Acts ch. 101,
sec. 7; ch. 217, sec. 2; ch. 258, sec. 5; and ch. 345, sec. 1(3). -- Amended 1972 Ky.
Acts ch. 128, sec. 2; ch. 203, sec. 38; and ch. 299, sec. 2(4). -- Amended 1970 Ky.
Acts ch. 92, sec. 60. -- Repealed in part by implication, 1968 Ky. Acts ch. 152,
sec. 123. -- Amended 1956 Ky. Acts ch. 23, sec. 1; ch. 35, sec. 2; and ch. 125,
sec. 3. -- Amended 1952 Ky. Acts ch. 206, sec. 1. -- Amended 1950 Ky. Acts
ch. 48, sec. 4; ch. 96, sec. 2; ch. 97, secs. 2 and 3; and ch. 115, sec. 9. -- Amended
1948 Ky. Acts ch. 171, sec. 2.. -- Amended 1946 Ky. Acts ch. 96, sec. 1. --
Recodified 1942 Ky. Acts ch. 208, sec. 1, effective October 1, 1942, from
Ky. Stat. secs. 1376r-2, 1376r-10, 2739g-34a, 2739g-34b, 2739g-46a, 2739g-
53b, 2739g-65, 2739g-69ee, 2739g-93, 2739i-2, 2896a-15, 4345, 4345a-
6, 4346, 4346a-5, 4348, 4353b-4.



189.991   Repealed, 1968.

Catchline at repeal:  Penalty.

History: Repealed 1968 Ky. Acts ch. 152, sec. 168. -- Created 1958 Ky. Acts ch. 110,
sec. 2.
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189.992   Repealed, 1968.

Catchline at repeal:  Penalty.

History: Repealed 1968 Ky. Acts ch. 152, sec. 168. -- Created 1958 Ky. Acts ch. 67,
sec. 2.
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189.993   Penalties.

(1) Any person who violates KRS 189.045 shall be fined not less than one hundred
dollars ($100) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000).

(2) Any person convicted of violating any of the provisions of KRS 189.095 shall be
fined sixty dollars ($60) and costs of prosecution.

(3) Any person who violates any provision of KRS 189.205 shall be fined not less than
twenty dollars ($20) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100).

(4) Any person who violates any provision of KRS 189.375 shall be fined not less than
twenty dollars ($20) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100).

(5) Any person who violates KRS 189.505 shall be fined not less than sixty dollars ($60)
nor more than two hundred dollars ($200) or be imprisoned for not more than thirty
(30) days, or both.

(6) Any person found violating any provision of KRS 189.820 or 189.830 is guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be fined not less than twenty dollars ($20) nor more than
thirty-five dollars ($35).

(7) Any person who violates KRS 189.920 shall be fined not less than one hundred
dollars ($100) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or imprisoned in the
county jail for not more than thirty (30) days, or both. In the case of a private
vehicle, all lighting and other equipment used in violation of KRS 189.910 to
189.950 shall be confiscated and forfeited to the county in which the offense
occurred.

(8) Any person who violates KRS 189.930 shall be fined not less than sixty dollars ($60)
nor more than five hundred dollars ($500), or be imprisoned in the county jail for not
more than thirty (30) days, or both.

(9) Any person who violates KRS 189.940 shall be fined not less than sixty dollars ($60)
nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or be imprisoned in the county jail for
not more than six (6) months, or both. In the case of a private vehicle, all lighting
and other equipment used in violation of KRS 189.910 to 189.950 shall be
confiscated and forfeited to the county in which the offense occurred.

(10) If a member of a regular or volunteer fire department, ambulance service, or rescue
squad violates any provisions of subsection (6) of KRS 189.940, he shall, in addition
to any other penalty provided under KRS 189.990 or this section, be immediately
dismissed from his membership or employment with the fire department, ambulance
service, or rescue squad and shall be disqualified from being employed by or being a
member of any fire department, ambulance service, or rescue squad in the
Commonwealth for a period of three (3) years. Upon conviction of a second offense
he shall be permanently barred from employment or membership in any fire
department, ambulance service, rescue squad, police department, or sheriff's office in
the Commonwealth, nor shall he be permitted to operate any public safety vehicle as
defined in KRS 189.910.

(11) Any person who violates KRS 189.950 shall be fined not less than one hundred
dollars ($100) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or be imprisoned in the
county jail for not more than thirty (30) days, or both. In the case of a privately



owned vehicle, all lighting and other equipment used or installed in violation of KRS
189.910 to 189.950 shall be confiscated and forfeited to the county in which the
offense occurred.

(12) Any person who violates any provision of this chapter for which no penalty is
otherwise provided shall, upon conviction, be fined not less than twenty dollars
($20) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100) for each offense.

(13) No producer or processor of natural resources shall allow the transporting of natural
resources over the highways of the Commonwealth in excess of the weight limits
without possessing a resource recovery road hauling permit. Violation for hauling in
excess of prescribed limits without possession of a permit or transporting natural
resources over prescribed limits of the resource recovery road hauling permit shall
be not less than five hundred dollars ($500) nor more than one thousand dollars
($1,000) for each violation and shall be deposited in the resource recovery road
fund.

Effective: July 15, 1986

History: Amended 1986 Ky. Acts ch. 220, sec. 3, effective July 15, 1986. -- Amended
1982 Ky. Acts ch. 203, sec. 12(5), effective July 15, 1982. -- Amended 1979 (1st
Extra. Sess.) Ky. Acts ch. 7, sec. 6, effective July 1, 1979. -- Amended 1978 Ky.
Acts ch. 101, sec. 5, effective June 17, 1978; Ky. Acts ch. 102, sec. 5, effective June
17, 1978. -- Amended 1970 Ky. Acts ch. 45, sec. 4; ch.  92, sec. 61; ch. 93, sec. 6;
and ch. 117, sec. 1. -- Amended 1968 Ky. Acts ch. 152, sec. 123. -- Created 1966
Ky. Acts ch. 18, sec. 2 and ch. 113, sec. 3.



189.994   Repealed, 1968.

Catchline at repeal:  Penalty for unspecified violations.

History: Repealed 1968 Ky. Acts ch. 152, sec. 168. -- Created 1964 Ky. Acts ch. 163,
sec. 1.
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189.995   Repealed, 1968.

Catchline at repeal:  Penalties.

History: Repealed 1968 Ky. Acts ch. 152, sec. 168. -- Created 1966 Ky. Acts ch. 115,
sec. 9.
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189.999   Prepayment of fines subject to certain conditions.

(1) All offenses under this chapter classified as violations shall be prepayable except for:
(a) Any offense that could result in license suspension or revocation by the court

or the Transportation Cabinet;
(b) Any offense relating to KRS 189.393, 189.520, or 189.580;
(c) When the defendant is speeding in a restricted zone;
(d) When the defendant is speeding more than twenty-five (25) miles per hour

over the posted speed limit under KRS 189.394;
(e) An offense where evidence of the offense or of commission of another offense

is seized by the officer and the citation is so marked and a court date set;
(f) The offense is cited with another offense that is not prepayable; or
(g) An arrest is made under KRS 431.015.

(2) In the event that a prepayable offense is cited with another offense that is not
prepayable, a court appearance shall be required on all of the offenses as required by
KRS 431.452.

Effective: July 14, 2000

History: Created 2000 Ky. Acts ch. 512, sec. 5, effective July 14, 2000.
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